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From the President

I hope this greeting finds everyone well and staying safe during the pandemic!
First, |l 6dd |Ii ke to recognize Matt S
SWSPCP for all the hard work and accomplishments that he and the entire
leadership and committees at SWSPCP have achieved over the last year. | an
honored to take over the role of SWSPCP President and to be working with a
team who is passionate about the goal of certifying individuals who have the
education, skills, and expertise to

Who would have thought that this 1is
But, | believe, despite these unprecedented times, we are resilient and poised t
learn how to work effectively for wetlands while facing the challenges posed by
our new paradigm. To that end, SWSPCP has made a number of adjustments
help us to do just that. The SWSPCP Board of Directors sprang into action to
develop an Annual Maintenance Fee Waiver apdaa Eertification Renewal
Extension to assist members that have been negatively impacted byi@OVID
and find it difficult either to pay their maintenance / renewal fees or have been
unable to attain their renewal certification points through lost/reduced
employment, canceled training, workshops, and conferences, etc. Additionally,
May we started a SWSPCP Connect Session on Zoom thatiVéSdls an d
WPl Téds an opportunity to come toget
experiences, challenges, and solutions to working in wetlands during the
pandemic. Each time we o0Connect 6,
adapting to our current situation. While it would have been ideal to connect in
person at the SWS Annual Meeting, there are some silver linings to our virtual
meeting® they are more frequent, accessible to individuals from around the
world, recorded for edemand viewing, and reduce our carbon footprint! Our
next session is scheduled for Sepit. 280 at 11:30aimtips://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_Bcw42CHoQKkORTIh4KLj8RAAIl these new resources
can be found on our COVHD9 Resources pagehdtps://
www.wetlandcert.org/covid_resources.html

Another exciting development is that the SWSPCP is expanding its global reacl
by finding o06Championsdé that are pro
U.S. and becoming certified as PWS®O
from Peru, Mexico, Australia, China, Taiwan, and Denmark. More applications
are still coming in from Canada, Sri Lanka, South Africa and, hopefully, more
countries in South America, as well. Recently, the SWSPCP Board of Directors
made it possible for developing countries to benefit from a lower fee structure,
making the program more globally accessible. Furthermore, we are building
partnerships with other lkka@inded organizations to raise the profile of the
Program agHE international standard for certification of wetland

professionals. Specifically, we are formalizing a Memorandum of Cooperation
with the South African Wetland Society to provide greater collaboration and
enhanced opportunities for the members of both organizations. Additionally,
Matt Simpson has been working diligently with leaders of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands, to gain sup
professional standard for wetland scientists at the next Convention of the Partie
in China in 2021.
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Additionally, we have begun to update our website and promotional materials to be inclusive of other
cultures and languages. Please take a look at our new flyers in English anpgSganish
www.wetlandcert.org/docs/WPIRFWS_Flyer_English.pdf

https://www.wetlandcert.org/docs/WPHPWS Flyer Espanol.pdf

SWSPCP is also nurturing its connection to students as the next generation of wetland professionals.
The SWSPCP Board of Directors just added -aatorg, student representative position to the Board.
The Board believes that it is important to have our finger on the pulse of the next generation of
certified wetland scientists and we are eager to get student feedback and input on the activities and
initiatives of the Program. The Student Representative will be appointed for a term of one to three
years and will be eligible for a yearly stipend to either apply to become a WPIT or to pay their annual
WPIT maintenance fetps://www.wetlandcert.org/login.html?r=ann_ren

At the other end of the spectrum, the SWSPCP has a new designsgmsofuedtland professionals

that have remained certified as a PWS for 20+ years. That is the Senior Professional Wetland Scientist
(SPWS) and | am honored to have received my certificate and pin with my SWPS designation just last
month. What a nice way to recognize the contributions these folks have made to SWSPCP and the
profession of wetland scier@ceongratulations to all the

new SPWSO0s!

Finally, we are embarking on an exciting process to
develop a strategic plan over the course of the next year.
We will work diligently to outline specific actions for
meeting our objectives and cementing our vision. We
need to clearly articulate the benefits of becoming
certified to professionals working in wetlands. Just as
importantly, we need to communicate the significance of
that certification to the public so that they can identify
practicing wetland professionals that will serve the
community with a proficient and principled approach,
enhancing the recognition of SWSPCP around the world.

In closing, | hope that you can get engaged in the
happenings of the SWSPCP to help us move all these
initiatives forward. Please do not hesitate to contact me
or any one of our Board of Directors to see where you
can plug in. In the meantime, | encourage you to visit
wetlands in your local area (while practicing physical
distancing from other people, of course), like | did at the
beginning of the pandemic, when | saw this/88fld
cypress tree (7th oldest in the state of Florida) in the
Goethe State Forest that is just 45 minutes from my
house.Who knew?Wetland responsibly, my friends!

Kimberli Ponzio
SWSPCP President
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